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A Word From
Fr. Roy

‘All it takes is
for every
person with
whom you
come in
contact:
family, friends,
neighbours,
fellow workers,
especially
children, to
know for
certain that the
only reason for
celebrating is
Jesus.’
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A friend of mine, an active
member of her United
church, and someone who
tries every day to live her
faith, said to me the other
day, “All the churches should
get together and use all their
resources to put the ‘C’ back
in Christmas. It’s now
completely commercialized.”
I replied, “Why don’t you?”
‘What do you mean?’ she
said. I reminded her of
Moses and the burning bush.
After killing an Egyptian and
fleeing to Midian, he settled
sown with a wife and a son.
One day, while tending his
sheep and goats in the
desert, he saw a bush on
fire, but it wasn’t burning.
Then God spoke to him out
of
the
bush,
‘Moses,
Moses’! ‘Here I am.’
‘Take off your sandals.
You are on holy ground.’
O.K. But what do you want of
me?’
‘The Egyptians are treating
my people the Jews very
cruelly. I want you to go
back to Egypt and tell the
king to let m people go.’
‘I can’t do that. If I go back
the king will have me killed.’
‘No he won’t. I also want

you to lead the people of
Israel to a new land I am
giving them.’
‘Even if I am lucky and the
king doesn’t kill me, I’m
nothing to the Hebrews.
They won’t accept me as
their leader.’
‘Yes they will. Just tell
them I sent you.’
‘They’ll want to know your
name.’
‘I am who I am. I am the
Lord
God
of
their
ancestors.’
Suppose they won’t accept
that answer and refuse to
believe me. Then what?’
‘Stop making excuses.
Throw you staff on the
ground.’
‘Wow! You turned it into a
snake!’
‘Pick it up by the tail.’
‘It will bite me.’
‘Just do it.’
Moses did. He wasn’t bitten.
And that was the beginning
of the rescue from slavery
for the Jews. What seemed
like an impossible task
happened because God
used Moses to make it
happen.
What seemed like an
impossible task happened
because God used Moses to
make it happen. And God
can use each one of s to put
the ‘C’ back in Christmas.

All it takes is for every
person with whom you
come in contact: family,
friends, neighbours, fellow
workers,
especially
children, to know for
certain that the only
reason for celebrating is
Jesus. Only then will it
happen. There’s no risk.
The Holy Spirit will tell you
how. ‘Just do it’.
Shalom!
May
God’s
richest
blessings be yours.

The Rev’d Roy Shepherd
Interim Pastor
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For he is our peace.
O Bethlehem, where Christ was
born
And angels watched him where
he lay,
When cradled on that holy morn
That ushered in earth's
promised day!
O Bethlehem, it was thy star
Which guided o'er the deserts
wild
Those who had journeyed from
afar
To gaze upon the sinless child!
O Bethlehem, 'twas thine to see
God's choir announce the
Saviour's birth,
And hear those waves of
melody
Chant peace and good will to
the earth!
O Bethlehem, 'twas thine to
weep
With Rachel o'er the crimson
woe
When cruel hands did vainly
seek
To quench heaven's radiance
below!
O Bethlehem, we hear thy call
To joy and bliss, and would not
cease
To praise him who has died for
all
Who will accept his bloodbought peace!
- Nannie R. Glass

CONCERT PERFORMANCES:
Some Thoughtful Comparisons
I was fortunate enough to attend a
Christmas concert recently complete
with full orchestra and choir and this
thought struck me during the
performance…..
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(performance) when we are all in
harmony with one another and
creation, one body in Christ. How
forgiving He is when we go “off
key”.

Contributed by Jeanette Khan

The conductor stood up onto the
platform and raised the baton, all
turned their attention and readied
themselves, then the baton started
waving and pointing , and behold a
most joyous sound could be heard
from the orchestra, each instrument
doing exactly what was expected.
And likewise, did the same actions
for the choristers. Such harmony and
melodies
were
experienced,
orchestra and choir in total harmony;
if anyone was slightly off key, it was
not noticeable, and quickly got back
into sync.
This reminded me of Creation. God
was up there with his baton and
waved and pointed and created a
world of harmony and melodies for
everyone to experience and enjoy.
Why then when we go slightly “off
key” some of us are not able to
quickly step back into sync with
creation and each other; why does
our attention waiver when the Lord
raises his baton?
I
noticed
the
smiles,
the
concentration and the attention paid
to the conductor as the baton was
waved and pointed in a direction that
signaled what musical action was to
be followed. At the end of the
performance, the conductor also
showed
satisfaction
in
the
performances, and was given a
bouquet in appreciation.
How satisfied our Lord God would be
at the end of each day

Oh come, all ye faithful, joyful and
triumphant, Oh come ye, Oh come
ye to Bethlehem Come and behold
Him, born the King of Angels Oh
come, let us adore Him, Oh come,
let us adore Him Oh come, let us
adore Him, Christ the Lord.
Sing, choirs of angels, sing in
exultation Oh Sing, all ye citizens
of heaven above Glory to God in
the highest Oh come, let us adore
Him, Oh come, let us adore Him
Oh come, let us adore Him, Christ
the Lord.
Yea, Lord, we greet Thee, born
this happy morning Jesus, to Thee
be all glory giving Word of the
Father now in flesh appearing Oh
come, let us adore Him, Oh come,
let us adore Him Oh come, let us
adore Him, Christ the Lord.
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GAUDETE SUNDAY…?
Gaudete Sunday is the third Sunday of Advent in the liturgical calendar of the
Western Church, including the Roman Catholic Church, the Anglican
Communion, many Lutheran Churches, and other mainline Protestant
churches. Gaudete is Latin meaning ‘rejoice’.
The season of Advent originated as a fast of forty days in preparation for
Christmas, commencing on the day after the feast of St. Martin (12 November),
whence it was often called "St. Martin's Lent"—a name by which it was known
as early as the fifth century. In the ninth century, the duration of Advent was
reduced to four weeks, and Advent preserved most of the characteristics of a
penitential season which made it a kind of counterpart to Lent. Gaudete
Sunday is a counterpart to Laetare Sunday, and provides a similar break about
midway through a season which is otherwise of a penitential character.
The spirit of the Liturgy all through Advent is one of expectation and
preparation for the feast of Christmas as well as for the second coming of
Christ. In these penitential seasons of Lent and Advent the priests normally
wear purple vestments. But on Gaudete Sunday, having passed the midpoint
of Advent, the Church lightens the mood a little by suspending the penitential
exercises suitable to that spirit, and the priests may wear rose vestments.
These changes help to symbolize that joy and gladness in the promised
Redemption, and provides us with encouragement to continue our spiritual
preparation—especially prayer and fasting—for Christmas.
For this same reason, the third candle of the Advent wreath, first lit on Gaudete
Sunday, is traditionally rose-colored.

About the Music
It has been an uplifting,
busy year in the musical arena of
Christ Church. Highlights have
included working with new
acquaintance Jan Morgan,
trumpeter, who accompanied our
Remembrance service so
poignantly, and the varied
repertoire the choir and I just
presented in our Lessons and
Carols service (our first one
together, as last year’s was
cancelled due to the iconic ice
storm!). Thanks again to Emma
Ajax for setting up the Calypso
rhythm on the maracas in our
Caribbean carol.
We look forward to
continued music-making in the
upcoming service of confirmation
reaffirmation with Bishop Patrick
and winding up the Christmas
season with two beautiful services
on Christmas Eve -- the earlier
being dedicated to “the children in
all of us”.
A very Merry Christmas to
the Parish and all good wishes for
a prosperous, Happy New Year!
Emilja Neufeld

THE PARISH WINDOW

The Parish Selection
Committee
We have been asked by many
parishioners how The Parish Selection
Committee is coming in its task to pick
a new priest. We are therefore writing
this article to update you on our
progress to date.
We, the committee and our facilitator,
Brother Reginald Crenshaw, have met
several times since the middle of
October.
We are following a slow and deliberate
path. We want to make sure that the
candidate we ultimately choose is the
correct one for our parish.
Our current goal is to prepare a “Parish
Profile”. The Parish Profile tells
potential candidates who we are and
the qualities that we are looking for in a
priest. It is really a detailed posting for
the position of priest. However, the
Profile is only one step in the process
and is not the process in itself.
We have spent some time discussing
what should be in the Profile. There
needs to be a fit between the priest and
the parish.
The Profile outlines the financial
resources of the parish and indicate
how the parish looks outward through
evangelism. Finally, the Profile should
outline the opportunities and the
challenges of the position.
We spent some time discussing the
qualities of a priest. Some are good
with youth groups. Some have good
organizational skills and some do not.
Some try to build a consensus and
some take the position of my way or the
highway.
In order to determine what we need and
want in a priest, we needed to
determine who we are. We therefore
have spent some time reflecting on the
parish’s strengths weaknesses and

characteristics. As part of the process,
we have reviewed in detail the
comments that were made at the
lunches that were held as part of this
process.
We have now finished the process of
determining who we are and what the
characteristics of our new priest should
be.
Our next task upon which we are about
to embark is to actually write the parish
profile.
If anybody has any questions, please
do not hesitate to talk to either one of
us.
Committee Chair - Jo-Anne Linton
Secretary - Brian Carr

Christmas Pudding/ Stir
Up Sunday
The last Sunday before the Christian
season of Advent is generally called
Stir Up Sunday. This name comes
from the collect for the day, a
translation from the Roman
Missal's. ‘
Stir up we beseech thee, O Lord,
the wills of thy faithful people;
that they, plenteously bringing
forth the fruit of good works, may
by thee be plenteously rewarded;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Making a Christmas pudding involves a
lot of stirring, so in England this is the
day it is made (about five weeks before
Christmas). With the delicious aromas
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floating through house as the pudding
steams on the stove signifies the start
of the festivities.
The perfect pudding should be dense,
moist and oozing decadence of rich
fruits and brandy. Traditionally, it is
made with at least 13 ingredients which
is said to represent Christ and his
disciples.
Tradition also states that s Christmas
pudding is always stirred from East to
West in honour of the three Wise Men
who visited the baby Jesus.
The customs surrounding making
pudding brings the whole family
together as each takes a turn to stir the
mixture and make a wish and add
coins; the finding of them on Christmas
day purportedly bringing wealth, health,
happiness, and ensuring everyone at
least eats some to find one.
Flaming the pudding is another
tradition, believed to represent the
passion of Christ, and again is an
essential part of the theater of
Christmas day.
So next time you make or eat plum
pudding remember its traditions.
NB: In the Episcopal Church, Stir up
Sunday is the third Sunday of Advent.
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Christmas at

Christ Church

Community Carol

THREE THINGS WHICH

Sing-A-Long

Never come back – Time, Words, &
Opportunity
One needs - Hope, Peace, &
Honesty
Are valuable – Love, Friends, & Self
Confidence

Celebration of Holy
Communion
10 a.m.
Sunday December 21

Are never certain – Success,
Dreams, & Fortune
Make a good person – Sincerity,
Hard Work, & Compassion
Can destroy a person – Pride,
Greed, & Anger
Can save a person - God, faith, &
Hope.

4 p.m.

Submitted by Deacon Jacquie
Boutheon

Family Candlelight Choral
Eucharist
7pm
Traditional Candlelight Choral
Eucharist
10pm

Even Song
5pm

Everyone is welcome
to any or all of our
services.
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Milestones
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We give thanks to God for their lives
and witness among us.
May their souls, and the souls of all the
faithful departed, rest in peace.

October: Vinita Luther, Samuel Rajan,
Rene Thomas, Jo-Anne Linton, Lystra
Walters, Wendine Wodehouse, Khalia
Moses, Condacy Moses
November: Deborah Cloakey, Diane
Dean, Bill Wilkins
December: Simeon Benjamin, Carol
Mallett, Ann Rice, Lucia Rajan,
Shonaugh Spencer-Moses

A life spent in loving service to the
Lord brings many hearts closer to
Him and many smiles to His face.
—Holley Gerth

January: Brian Carr
“Happy birthday to you, to your Lord be
true,
May His love and blessing descend
upon you.”

Fr. Roy

Happy Anniversary
Beverly & David Baird
October: Margaret & Carl Benedict
December: Leonora & Simeon Benjamin

Obituary
We remember in prayer the families and
friends of those who have died, especially:

Carl Benedict, Evelyn Spence

Your 2015 Envelopes will be
ready on December 20. They
will be in the Narthex for pickup.

Across
1 What some Scottish people like to
eat for Christmas Dinner. (6
2. Who King Herod killed. (6)
4. Sound a cracker makes. (4)
7. The first Carol 'Angels _ _ _ _'. (4)
9. Hark the _ _ _ _ _ Angel Sings.(6)
10. What candles first represented on
Christmas Trees. (5)
11. _ _ _ _ _ Peter who sometimes
travels with St Nicholas. (5)
12. What Epiphany is known as in
Spain, '_ _ _ _ _ _ de los tres Reyes
Mages'. (6)
14. Another name for things like a
Nativity crib scene. (4)
15. A decoration found in a lot of
homes. (4)
16. The instrument that Silent Night had
to be learnt to! (6)
17. Two of the legendary

Down:
1. Where a yule log is put to burn. (6)
3. People who started Wassailing, the
Anglo _ _ _ _ _ _. (6)
5. The place where the thickest ice was
found. The _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _. (9)
6. One of the gifts from the Magi. (4)
8. A plant you can kiss under! (9)
11. The 26th of December is also known as
'_ _ _ _ _ _ Day'. (6)
12. Some people do this during advent to
help them prepare for Christmas. (4)
13. Who told the Shepherds about Jesus?
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Worship, Service,
Fellowship!
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Just a Thought…
Christ Church
Scarborough Village
155 Markham Road,
M1M 3A1
Telephone:
(416) 261-4169/5489
Fax:
(416) 261-7949
E-mail: ccsv@rogers.com

Staff
Interim-Priest-in Charge:
The Rev’d. Roy Shepherd
Deacon: The Rev’d. Jacquie
Bouthéon
Director: Emilja Neufeld
Office Administrator: Julie
Vaughn
Please call the church office to be
directed to any member of staff or
committee member.
We’re on the Web!
See us at:
www.christchurchscarborough.com

Gaudete in Domino semper:
iterum dico, gaudete. Modestia
vestra nota sit omnibus
hominibus: Dominus enim prope
est. Nihil solliciti sitis: sed in
omni oratione petitiones vestræ
innotescant apud Deum.
Benedixisti Domine terram tuam:
avertisti captivitatem Jacob.

celebrating when we want to fear.

Recently I had the opportunity to
attend an Advent Carol Service
based on the Great O’ of the
Magnificat:
O Wisdom
O Lord
O Branch of Jesse
O Key of David
Rejoice in the Lord always; again O Morning Star
I say, rejoice. Let your
O King of the Nations
forbearance be known to all, for O Emmanuel.
the Lord is near at hand; have no
anxiety about anything, but in all It was different from the usual but
things, by prayer and
beautiful and the Joy of the Lord was
supplication, with thanksgiving, abundant in every chant, every
let your requests be known to
reading, every symbol and reflection
God. Lord, you have blessed your on each ‘O’. It would be hard not to
land; you have you have put an
choose Joy.
end to Jacob's captivity.
Recently I received some books on
This is the introit for many services medieval history, including ‘The
on the third Sunday of Advent. It is Lindisfarne Gospel’ and ‘The Book of
a command to rejoice amidst our
Kells’, which show magnificent
fears, our longing, our sadness,
details of the writing of original
hence to choose joy.
manuscripts. Again, it would be hard
not to choose Joy.
When we choose Joy, we trusting
when we want to doubt; receiving
It is this joy that keeps us sane when
what we would otherwise reject; and the emotion of happiness flees as

“Christ Church
is…
.. A welcoming,

inclusive and caring
community committed
to experiencing and
sharing God’s
message of love,
hope, and salvation
with all his people”.

quickly as it came; when we
grieve; when it seems like all is
lost. It is this joy that keeps us
from living with resentment,

anger, and fear.
Emmanuel – “God with us” is
present in our greatest victories
and our most humiliating
defeats. Gaudete in Domino
semper: iterum dico, gaudete

Thanks to the all contributors to
the newsletter this past year.
Wishing you and your family will
have a very happy, healthy, and
safe Christmas and New Year
and remember...

Hyacinth

