Sermon-Feeding of the 5000 – CCSV 2020
 By the time of Jesus –the Romans had beaten up all the local kings and warlords in the region – there was peace –well, a sort of peace -one imposed by the power and brutality of the Roman legionnaires and their superiors. What we call freedom today – in Canada – didn’t exist-no individual rights
++ the Roman leadership was smart -to govern each local area- they enlisted the support of the local power establishment-in Palestine-certain powers were given to Herod and his sons-and to the spiritual leaders  – the Temple priests- and the Scribes-Pharisees’. 
++The Jews hated the Romans - They believed that a Messiah would appear – who would defeat the Romans- and bring freedom, and the true faith to the whole world. From time to time a man would surface –as the Messiah-and when that happened-the Romans struck with merciless cruelty-They would savagely attack the defenseless crowds and slaughter them. As for the common people…..two-thirds of the Jews had lost their land to high taxes and greedy absentee landlords….the common people struggled-just to exist.
++Into this powderkeg of hate, fear and brutality comes Jesus –-preaching salvation-teaching love-and healing the sick. Crowds began to follow him wherever he went – and in Roman eyes – the combination of a charismatic personality and huge crowds spelt trouble. So Jesus had to be careful… He spent most of his ministry in the 200 towns and villages around western lake Galilee- a bustling area of fishing and commerce. Since the Romans kept their troops mostly in the cities –Jesus stayed away from them.  

++That’s the environment in our Gospel reading - which appears in all the 4 Gospels.This day- crowds spilled out of their homes- bringing the sick and the lame- with compassion Jesus healed them- hour after hour……until it’s early evening- everyone is tired and hungry.  Then something special happens ! You’ve heard the story many times-and over the centuries there have been many interpretations by Xian scholars.

++ One common belief is that this was a Miracle of Sharing !

-that many of the men in the crowd carried small snacks in their pouches- and were hoarding it to eat on their way home. But once someone offered his meager meal – many others shared their lunches-and everyone had their hunger satisfied. Selfish people became generous people- that’s certainly a beautiful Christian principle. You can take that interpretation if you wish.
++Others believe that an other than natural miracle really took place. God created the  physical universe-and through Jesus- he was perfectly capable of multiplying the 5 small loaves and 2 small fishes- so the feeding of that huge crowd is not only acceptable-but also credible. You can take this interpretation if you wish- and that by the way is mine. 
++ For some, the importance of the story is in the giving of spiritual food by Jesus.  John’s Gospel connects this event to Jesus being the Bread of Life-who feeds his people with every spiritual gift they need for a  full and abundant life-the thrill and wonder of the presence of Jesus - richly nourished their hearts and souls-that’s what happened. You can take that interpretation if you wish. So……Three interpretations……take your choice !
+++ But there’s much more to the story of this event. I see this huge throng coming together: some are people seeking healing – some are folks who want to hear Jesus speak ( he’s a great storyteller )-and some are there because it’s Jesus and there will be lots of excitement. I don’t see his disciple team sitting around doing nothing….I see them working the crowd-calmly and peacefully-getting things organized- making sure Jesus is not overwhelmed by the demands and their numbers- helping people where help is needed’- because that’s what disciples do   
++When the sun begins to set-weary and hungry after a long day-some of the disciples go to Jesus- led by ever-practical Philip …”Master-we don’t have enough food to take care of all these people-and we don’t have enough money to buy food for them -so let’s be sensible – send the people home.” In response- Jesus challenges them “ YOU give them something to eat.!” How often are we like the disciples? We look at a situation-think that no amount of planning-using our limited resources-will bring success…..so we either talk it to death-or give up. We forget God- forget Jesus- forget the power of the Holy Spirit
++Others of the disciples- challenged by the Lord-led by Andrew-go looking for an answer- no more talk-just get going-and they return with 5 small buns and 2 small fish-not much -Jesus looks up to heaven-and blesses them- and tells the disciples to feed the people….they do-and to their utter amazement-everyone has enough to eat-and they have 12 baskets of left-overs. How often are we prepared to be an Andrew?-to -not only talk- but to do?-to go out and bring people within the circle of God’s love?-to serve the Lord by reaching out to help individuals-and the community- meet their needs?  Because being a disciple is more than ’head learning’-more than ‘heart learning’- you also have to be a ‘life learner’-showing your  by your actions. 

+++That’s the story-and a few of its lessons. But as the crowd wends its way home- surely it doesn’t end there? 5,000

men- plus women and children- according to my mathematics-add up to well over 10,000 people. What did this day mean for them? Many would feel grateful for being healed…many would reflect on his captivating stories ……in a world where might is right-many would see great danger from the Romans if they followed Jesus. That evening-and the next day-there was lots to talk about. 
++Some would conclude that it was a show of the incredible power of Jesus -not realizing that what happened was really a demonstration of a living God caring for his people.

++ Some would conclude that Jesus did and said amazing things- but it was all trickery-smoke and mirrors

++ Some would get excited about the possibility of a new Messiah-coming to get rid of the Romans-but keep silent about it
++  and maybe, just maybe -perhaps a few would understand and accept his message of repentance-forgiveness and salvation-and we find them later in the group of 120 disciples described in the first chapter of Acts. 

+++ Do we really need to understand what happened in the desert outside Lake Galilee that day? Surely it’s enough to know-deep within our minds and hearts-that Jesus was present-and that the weary found rest- the thoughtful found

inspiration- and many, many, people were healed of their physical and mental infirmities…..Praise the Lord….amen.  

