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Pentecost - the birthday of the Church
Pentecost, also known as Whitsunday in
some countries, is observed on the seventh
Sunday after Easter and ten days after
Ascension. The name comes from the Greek
word "pentekoste" which means “fiftieth”, as
Pentecost Sunday takes place on the 50th day
of Easter.
It marks the end of the Lenten and Easter
cycle that began with Ash Wednesday.
JESUS’ PROMISE IS FULFILLED
This Christian holy day commemorates the
coming of the Holy Spirit in the form of
flames to the apostles and other followers of Jesus
Christ, as recorded in the New Testament in the
second chapter of Acts verses 1 to 31.
The Holy Spirit allowed the apostles to speak in
other languages, and they started preaching the
word of Jesus to the Jews who were in Jerusalem for
the feast of Shavuot (also known as the Feast of
Weeks or Pentecost - in this case, meaning seven
weeks since Passover).
THE BEGINNING OF THE CHURCH
Many Christians recognise the descent of the Holy
Spirit as the birth of the Church. And so we
celebrate, as we have done for more than two
millennia, another year of life together, of growth in
the Lord, of joy in our hope of eternal life and in
anticipation of a new year when Christ Church will
continue to be for us a place where we meet Jesus.
THE GIFT OF THE HOLY SPIRIT
When this pandemic is over, the doors of our
building on Markham Road will open again, and we
Pastor Pam will be off from Tuesday, May
25th to the end of Tuesday June 1st.
If you have a pastoral concern during this
time please call Rev. Roy at 416-269-1506.
For administrative or property matters,
connect with Rector's Warden, Brian Carr,
at 416-267-4568.
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will once more meet together to sing the
hymns, join in the prayers, exchange the
Peace, receive the Eucharist and praise
God for his gift of the Holy Spirit, given to
us at our baptism.
Please join us online at
www.christchurchscarborough.com
for a special service on the
Day of Pentecost, May 23rd.
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MILESTONES ON THE JOURNEY
May 1st, 2021, was the 10 year anniversary of my
ordination and, then, right on it's heels, on May
2nd, was my 30th wedding anniversary. I didn't let
many know of these two events and afterwards I
wondered why. It wasn't just that I didn't want to
be the centre of attention, although that is likely a
part of it. I think it was mainly that it is hard to
celebrate any occasion in these pandemic times.
Let me pause for a moment and interject a big call
-out celebration to Valerie Austin, who turns 80 on
May 21st. CONGRATULATIONS! And I know that
there are others who have had momentous
occasions, or, who will have them in the coming
months. These are indeed
strange times to celebrate.
SILVER LININGS
Perhaps, as we have all
been challenged to find in
these pandemic days, there
is a silver lining. I have had
the opportunity to be more
reflective about each of
these momentous
occasions. First, a bit about
my pondering 10 years in
ordained ministry. You
need to know that on my
actual ordination day, I remember feeling
extremely awkward about wearing the clergy
collar. I was certain somebody would come up to
me and say, "you aren't holy enough, not
competent enough, not ______enough (fill in the
blank), to be a priest".
THANK YOU
Today I feel much more confident in ministry and
comfortable in my own skin. I want to say thank
you for what you have done to help me improve in
this journey of being an Incumbent and for putting
up with the bumps along the way. Let me take this
opportunity to personally thank the members of
the Corporation and the Clergy team for their
ongoing support.
I have to tell you a funny story about my
ordination day. One that was not so funny at the
time. I was very concerned for the guests that I
had invited to the reception, which was to take
place at a separate location after the service. Care
of these people was on my mind.
So, once the ceremony was over, I totally forgot to

Pastor Pam

stay-put at St. Paul's to have the ceremonial
picture taken, the one with all the Bishops
and the newly ordained. I gather that they
looked for me high and low and finally went
ahead and took the picture. I had totally left
the building, forgetting the aforementioned
words of the Bishop, "make sure you stay for
the picture." I was mortified! So, the day
after, I emailed Archbishop Johnson my
apology and, thankfully, got an
understanding response. I had been afraid
that I was going to have my ordination
revoked after less than a day of being
ordained. Let's just say
that it was not an
auspicious beginning. It is
the grace of God that has
taken me to the 10th
anniversary of my
ordination, and I give
thanks to Him.
BUMPS AND JOYS
ALONG THE WAY
I could equally tell of the
journey of being married
for 30 years, the bumps
and joys along the way
and the great gift that my husband is to me.
Instead, I will recall the words of a hymn.
One that emphasizes looking back and helps
me to be grateful for the faithfulness of God
in my path as an ordained person and in our
marriage.
"Oh God, our help in ages past, our hope for
years to come, our shelter from the stormy
blast and our eternal home."
Affirm with me that the God whom we know
and serve will be equally at work in the
future.... in both the big events and in the
ordinary days of life.
If you are willing to share about how you
have seen God at work in your life during
the pandemic, perhaps what has helped
you (a silver lining?), please let Pastor
Pam know. It can either be videoed at the
church or recorded on Zoom and included
as a part of the online service, or a piece in
Connections.

The Garden Corner

A HISTORY OF TULIPS IN WAR AND PEACE
The Tulip was originally a wild flower which grew in Asia and was
cultivated by the Turks as early as 1000 A.D. Mania struck in the
16th century and the Sultan demanded this flower to be grown for
his garden. The name Tulip came from the Turkish word for turban.
FROM WILDFLOWERS TO POPULAR GARDEN PLANTS
Tulip bulbs came to the Netherlands through a Flemish Botanist
Charles d'L'ecluse who was a worker in the Emperor's garden,
Suleiman the Magnificent, in Vienna. L'eluse left to teach at the
University of Leiden, Netherlands and brought the bulbs with him
and planted them there. The bulbs were a hit and local residents
continued to buy them in great numbers.
WARTIME STRUGGLES
During the Second World War the Dutch growers did not plant
Daffodils are in full bloom in the
tulips, rather stored them in a dry place. The authorities decided
Christ Church garden, and tulips
to disburse these to the populace, to be cooked.
announce that Spring has come
Also, during the Second WW, following the occupation of the
to Scarborough Village.
Netherlands by Germany in 1940, the Dutch Royal Family sought
safety in Canada. In 1943, Princess Margriet was born in Ottawa.
In the final months of the War, Canadian forces were given the important and deadly task of
liberating the Netherlands from Nazi occupation. Canadian casualties were 7600 Canadians. The
Netherlands continues to send 20,000 bulbs to be planted in Ottawa each year, 10,000 from the
Royal Family, 10,000 from the Dutch Bulbs Growers Association. By 1963, the Canadian Tulip
Festival took off. Millions of Tulips are purchased by Canadians to beautify their gardens.
PRAISING GOD WITH THE BEAUTY OF HIS CREATION
Last Fall at Christ Church, fragrant Hyacinths, white for Peace and yellow for Hope, were planted
at the elevator door and the front door. A riot of Snow Crocus were in between. At the front
foundation border bed there are pink, yellow and cream tulips and daffodils and in the south bed
there is the same combination. As well, in the south bed there are orange tulips and Fritillaria
Imperialis Rubra, naturalizing. In the courtyard, there are the same Tulips and Daffodils in the
Hosta bed.

Deborah Cloakey
ERUPTION OF SOUFRIÈRE VOLCANO LEAVES
MANY ST VINCENT RESIDENTS IN NEED

Sharing our bounty with friends
Left to right: Carlene Warren, Deacon Jacquie
and Jo-Anne Linton

The devastated island of Saint Vincent is home
territory to several families in our parish, and
Carlene Warren is one who wanted to do
something about it. Thanks to the generosity of our
parishioners and our community supporters, the
Deacon’s Cupboard was able to provide a good
quantity of foodstuffs and other items for Carlene
to send down to her mother, a shelter volunteer on
the island, for distribution.
This photo was taken before we stuffed Pastor
Pam’s car to the roof and sent it off to Carlene’s
apartment.

Deacon Jacquie

Second in a series

STORIES TOLD IN LIGHT AND COLOUR
This window has the inscription: To the Glory of God
and in loving memory of James Humphrey Jr. and his
wife Sarah Ann and their daughter Margaret. It was
erected one hundred years ago.
James Humphrey Jr. was born in Scarborough in 1827
and died in 1901. He was a farmer in Scarborough
Village. He and his family lived west of Markham Road,
south of Eglinton. His father and mother were James
(Sr) and Margaret Humphrey, who had a farm that
included the part of Guildwood Village west of
Livingston Road. Their house was located where the
Gates of Guildwood Condos are now.
The Humphrey family were very active in Christ
Church. James Humphrey Sr. donated the land for the
original Christ Church, erected in 1846.
William Humphrey’s wife, Sarah Ann Lapsley, was also
of a Scarborough family. Her brother, Dr. William
Lapsley, practiced in Scarborough for 25 years up to
1878.
Both William Humphrey Jr and their daughter Margaret
died in 1901 of tuberculosis. William’s brother Joseph
also died of TB, but much earlier: in 1874.
My observation is that there was a fairly high incidence
of TB in this area of Scarborough in the early days.
The window beside the above window is dedicated to
Emily Cornell. Emily was William Humphrey Jr.’s
younger sister. Emily is also my great grandmother.
More to come on Emily’s window.

Ian Campbell
Please pray for these members of our
community and their families
Alan S
Anita & Dave F
Anna Mary K
Carol & Ernie O
Carolyn W
Chris P
Christina & Joshua
David D
Deb A
Deborah T
Ebun D B
Edna S

Eleanor I
Ismail
James Y
Jenille L
John J
Lennox & Leonora Y
Linda & Robert E
Madhuri M
Margaret C
Sherri-Ann & Ron
Ugo & family
Viggy M

and for all those affected by COVID-19,
racial discrimination or any injustice

The window portrays Jesus teaching. Who is
the other person in the window, besides
Jesus, who has a halo? Why does only that
one person have a halo?

Scripture readings
May 16
Acts 1: 15 to 17 and 21 to 26
Psalm 1
1 John 5: 1 to 13
John 17: 8 to 19
May 23 Day of Pentecost
Acts 2: 1 to 21
Psalm 104: 24 to 34 and 35b
Romans 8: 22 to 27
John 15: 26 to 27 and 16: 4b to 15
May 30 Trinity Sunday
Isaiah 6: 1 to 6 and Psalm 29
Roman 8: 12 to 17
John 3: 1 to 17

GOD’S PLAN FOR PAUL - A SHIPWRECK AND MIRACLES
(The Church celebrates the double feast of St Peter and
St. Paul on June 29. In this issue we write about St.
Paul, and in June we will focus on St. Peter.)

In about 60 AD St. Paul was considered a political
rebel who was determined to speak the truth of
Christ in spite of persecution. While many wanted
him to stand trial in Jerusalem for his alleged crimes,
because he was a Roman citizen it was determined
that he should make the long sea voyage to Rome to
stand trial.
Too late into the season, 276 people set sail for Rome,
only to be tossed about in storms for two weeks.
During this distressing time many on board gave up
hope, but an angel appeared to Paul, assuring him
that, while they would be shipwrecked, none would
perish. God was with them. Paul became the voice of
hope and eventually all shipmates washed up on the
shore of the island of Malta in the Mediterranean.
There they were all safely welcomed by the
inhabitants, who prepared a fire and food for them.
According to legend, that night a poisonous snake
wrapped itself around Paul’s arm, but he was not
bitten. The Maltese declared this a miracle of
protection from God, and to this day there are no
poisonous snakes on Malta.
Since Paul was still a prisoner of Rome, he had to be
incarcerated during that winter in Malta, as it was
too dangerous, weatherwise, to carry on to Rome
until spring. I personally have visited that prison in

Friendship shared in everyday chats
Whether yours is a brand new
cellphone, an old-fashioned
landline or even an antiquated
rotary, your phone can bring a few
minutes of companionship to
somebody who misses the everyday chats we all
enjoyed in pre-COVID days.
Our thanks go to the members of our
fellowship who have been faithfully
keeping in touch with others by
phone all through this
time of isolation. Their
little conversations are
deeply appreciated, especially by
those living alone.
If you would like to join in this
ministry, contact Pastor Pam or Fr
Roy. They will suggest names of those who
would be grateful to hear your voice.

modern times, as my husband’s family lives in
Malta. It was a shock to see that Paul was held
underground in a dark, damp, dingy cell,
which was typical for prisoners in those days.
While he was in prison there, the father of
Publius, the governor of the island, was dying
of dysentery, so he sent the guards to bring
Paul to his home to heal the man. Paul worked
with the Holy Spirit and through prayers to
heal the ailing man. Instantly Publius
converted to Christianity, and until this day
Malta is 95% Christian.
God had a plan for Paul’s situation and it was
accomplished. We can learn a great deal from
the calm, confident, faith-driven manner in
which Paul relied on God in an uncertain
situation. God’s purpose will be
accomplished, despite how things might
appear. May we gain comfort from this story
of long ago, which has relevance in our
current situation today with COVID.

Miriam Mifsud
“Oh no - I got the long form!”
The 2021 Census is taking place this
month. Census information is vital for
planning schools, hospitals, daycare,
family services, public transportation,
and skills training.
The Census program has adapted to
COVID-19 to ensure that the 2021 Census of
Population is conducted using a safe and secure
approach. Statistics Canada will do everything it
can to help Canadians with the census without an
in-person visit from a census employee.
Completing the census questionnaire online is the
best and fastest way to fulfill your census
obligation. Even if you are asked to complete the
long form (as we were), it only takes about ten
minutes for a two-person family.

Audrey

THIS MONTH’S TOPIC IS

MENTAL HEALTH

Join us as we gather to fight the stigma
around mental health through an
interactive session filled with fun activities!

For more information and to receive the
zoom link, please contact

ptrondson@gmail.com

