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PONDERINGS FROM PASTOR PAM

“an expression of
gratitude”. A French
proverb tells us: “Gratitude
is the heart's memory.” And
so it is. For when we are
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" Have you
thanked
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felt that
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goodness that
is in the air
when they
are surprised
and really
receive it?
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Give Thanks. Two words.
Apt words for this time of
year. Basic. But then I got
pondering the significance
of the two individual words.

thankful, we are thinking
not only of blessings of
the immediate present,
but also of good things
received in the past.

Give. This word is often
used, talked about, in
monetary terms. As

Especially is this so at
Thanksgiving. (Esther
Burkholder, 20th c. author
and poet)

December rolls around,
charities often send out
letters that include the
words “please give”. They
are asking for financial
support.

Have you thanked someone
and felt that sense of
goodness that is in the air
when they are surprised
and really receive it? Our
attitude is different,
In the case of “give thanks” positive, when we are
the “give” isn't about
thankful. And nobody wants
money. In fact, regardless
to be around someone who
whether you have money,
is complaining, who is not
or not, all can, and should, thankful. 4th century bishop
give thanks. Scripture says of Milan, St. Ambrose
to give thanks in all things. wrote, “No duty is more
Why? It is helpful for our
urgent than that of
own well-being to give
returning thanks”.
thanks. Giving thanks
We are called to give
makes us reflect on what
we have in our lives to give thanks. This Thanksgiving,
I am thankful for the
thanks for. It helps us see
that the glass is half full (or members that make up the
family that is Christ Church.
more), not half empty.
I am thankful for the way
What about the word
you welcome newcomers,
“thanks”. The definition is your hours of service, the

care you have for each
other and for the greater
community. I give thanks
for you!
1 Chronicles 16: 8 “O give
thanks to the Lord, call on
his name, make known his
deeds among the peoples.
NRSV
Your Priest and Pastor
Pam
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DOTAC Conference in Vancouver
Back in the spring I was asked
at fairly short notice to be the
representative of the Association
of Anglican Deacons in Canada
(AADC) to the quadrennial
conference of Diakonia of the
Americas and the Caribbean
(DOTAC) in Vancouver in
August. This also meant
attending Board meetings before
and after the actual conference,
so I was there for ten beautiful
summer days – it rained in
daylight for the first time the
morning I left to come home!
This conference gathers
deacons, deaconesses and
diaconal ministers from
Episcopal, Lutheran, United
Church of Canada, United
Methodists, Wesleyan Methodist
and Presbyterian communities in
Canada, the USA, Brazil and the
Caribbean, so that everything
was in English and Portuguese,
plus a little Spanish for good
measure!
The overall theme of the
conference was “Respecting
Covenant -Risking the Journey
toward Reconciliation”, and
sessions concentrated on three
“lenses”: Indigeneity, where we
learned about the Indigenous
peoples and their experiences
and culture; Eco-Justice, where
we learned a lot about how we
are treating (make that MIS-

treating) our environment and
our planet migration and
refugees as well as the principal
reasons people choose or are
forced to move and how to
resolve it; and Global Migration,
where we learned about the
various aspects of away from
their homelands. I have
electronic copies of most of
these presentations if anyone is
interested in learning more.
As in all good conferences, there
was a broad choice of workshops
(which actually made choosing
just two a challenge in itself!).
The first one I attended looked
at Indigenous spirituality, how it
is closely connected to Creation
and the respect of the earth –
and how much wisdom we have
lost by discounting that
spirituality. We learned about
The Circle or Medicine Wheel
teachings: respect,
confidentiality, listening, healing,
cooperation, and how our actions
and emotions can affect other
people in community.
My second workshop was called
“Forced to flee: A simulation of
being a refugee” and this is
something I hope to share with
Christ Church people and others
once I have all the materials. We
were divided into “families” and
given a profile: my little group

(parents and three children)
were trying to get out of Syria
into a safer place.
The workshop gave us
challenges such as not
everyone having
documentation; one parent
having health issues; one child
the only one who spoke any
English, the rest only knew
Arabic. Once at the border,
decision had to be made about
how to cross: bribe guards with
the little money available, strike
out through the woods in hopes
of avoiding all border crossings,
wait for things to change… In
these days of mounting
numbers of refugees from
various countries, it brought
home to us what a gutwrenching decision it is to leave
everything you know and the
people you know and love and
strike out for unknown territory
in the hope of a better life. My
“family” opted to go through
the woods, although it took
longer, and ended up in a camp
where United Nations staff
registered us, got the children
into school and fed and housed
us as best they could.
We also had a couple of field
trip options: one of my choices
was not well-planned and I did
not learn anything new about
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mental health in the church the
church community. The second
one was a trip to the Museum of
Anthropology, which houses
collections of art and artifacts from
indigenous communities all over
the world. There was so much to
see, and so little time, that I
“cheated” and bought the
guidebook, which I will be happy
to lend to anyone who is
interested.
Like all the other activities, our
worship was in English and
Portuguese – but I did get to say
Grace in French one night before
dinner! The organizers had taken
care to create our table groups
across the various denominations
present, so we saw how diaconal
ministry is seen and practiced in
other branches of the church.
I am now looking forward
enormously to the next DOTAC
conference in 2023 in the
Caribbean (which I have never
visited). The location has not yet
been chosen but, when it is
selected, I will be coming to those
of you from that island to find out
what I should definitely not miss!

WHEN THE MINISTER CALLS
by Edgar Guest
My Paw says that it used to be,
Whenever the minister came to tea,
That they sat up straight in their chairs at night
And put all their common things out of sight.
And nobody cracked a joke or grinned,
But they talked of the way that people sinned,
And the burning fires that would cook you sure
When you came to die, if you weren’t pure –
Such a gloomy affair it used to be
Whenever the minister came to tea.
And now when the minister comes to call
I get him out for a game of ball,
And you’d never know if you’d see him bat
Without any coat or vest or hat,
That he’s a minister, no siree!
He looks like a regular man to me
And he knows just how to go down in the dirt
For the grounders hot without getting hurt –
And when they call us both him and me
Have to get washed up again for tea.
Our minister says if you just play fair
You’ll be fit for heaven or anywhere;
And fun’s all right if your hands are clean
And you never cheat and you don’t get mean.
He says that he never has understood
Why a feller can’t play and still be good.
And my Paw says that he’s just the kind
Of a minister that he likes to find –
So I’m always tickled as can be
Whenever the minister comes to tea.

Submitted by Corinne Pentland
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WE ARE GIVING THANKS FOR…
…family, our baby grandson,
love for all who are in pain –
David Hansen

…mom - Udos

...for the church community
that has supported me since
I was a child…Querida

… Dennis, new music
Director – Pastor Pam

..the gift of life, family, and
love, and especially for
having found happiness –
Linda
..for being home and being
loved- Jeffry
…our wonderful life together.
Our 1st year of marriage snd
hsving more years of
happiness, love and laughter
– Douglas and Abigail
Babb
…the new job God had
blessed me with – CherrylAnn Cadogan

…nature - Ann

... God's everlasting love. In a
world where thoughts,
attitudes, morals, politics, and
society are often in a state of
flux, God's love is a constant. I
see His love through His Word,
which satisfies unlike any
Thanksgiving meal ever could. I
feel His love in the moments of
loneliness where I am reminded
that He is always with me, that
his light will always outshine
the darkness. And I experience
His love through my family,
who show me what it means to
love unconditionally. – Ritika

…our grand-daughter’s
health – Ken & Karen
Pestill

…family that helps –
Karma
..sister – Zenet
…family, trees –Juliet
…living - Dippo
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JUST A THOUGHT …

Thank you God, for everything,
CHRIST CHURCH

Scarborough
Village
155 Markham Road
M1M 3A1
Telephone:
(416) 261-4169

E-mail: office@christchurchscarborough.com

Staff:
Incumbent:
The Rev’d Pam Trondson
Deacon:
The Rev’d Canon
Jacquie Bouthéon
Honorary Assistant:
The Rev’d Roy Shepherd
Director of Music:
Office Administrator
Ellen Cunningham
Please call the church office
be directed to any member of
staff or committee member.

The big things and the small.
For "every good gift comes from
God"...
The giver of them all.
And all too often we accept, without
any thanks or praise,
The gifts God sends as blessings,
each day in many ways.
And so at this Thanksgiving Time,
we offer up a prayer...
To thank you, God, for giving us a
lot more than our share.
First, thank you for the little things
That often come our way,
The things we take for granted
But don't mention when we pray,
The unexpected courtesy, the
thoughtful, kindly deed,
A hand reached out to help us in the
time of sudden need.
Oh, make us more aware, dear God,
of little daily graces
That come to us with "sweet
surprise"
From never-dreamed-of places.

to Then, thank you for the "Miracles"

We are much too blind to see,
And give us new awareness of our
many gifts from Thee,
And help us to remember that the
Key of Life and Living
Is to make each prayer a Prayer of
Thanks
And every day Thanksgiving

Hyacinth

--Helen Steiner Rice
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