Trinity Sunday, June 6, 2020                                                              Pastor Pam Trondson
GENESIS 1:1-4, 24, 25b, 26a, 27-28, 31a; 2:1-2a, 3

In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, the earth was a formless void and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the waters. Then God said, ‘Let there be light’; and there was light. And God saw that the light was good; and God separated the light from the darkness. And God said, ‘Let the earth bring forth living creatures of every kind: cattle and creeping things

and wild animals of the earth of every kind.’ And it was so. God made the wild animals of the earth of every kind, and the cattle of every kind, and everything that creeps upon the ground of every kind. And God saw that it was good. Then God said, ‘Let us make humankind in our image, according to our likeness; and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the wild animals of the earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.’ So God created humankind in his image, in the image of God he created them; male and female he created them. God blessed them, and God said to them, ‘Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth and subdue it; and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and over every living thing that moves upon the earth.’ God saw everything that he had made, and indeed, it was very good. And there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day. Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all their multitude. And on the seventh day God finished the work that he had done, and he rested on the seventh day from all the work that he had done. So God blessed the seventh day and hallowed it, because on it God rested from all the work that he had done in creation. 
PSALM 8 

O Lord our governor, how exalted is your name in all the world! 

Out of the mouths of infants and children your majesty is praised above the heavens.

You have set up a stronghold against your adversaries, to quell the enemy and the avenger. When I consider your heavens, the work of your fingers, the moon and the stars you have set in their courses, What is man that you should be mindful of him? the son of man that you should seek him out? You have made him but little lower than the angels; you adorn him with glory and honour; You give him mastery over the works of your hands; you put all things under his feet; All sheep and oxen, even the wild beasts of the field, The birds of the air, the fish of the sea, and whatsoever walks in the paths of the sea. O Lord our governor, how exalted is your name in all the world!
2 CORINTHIANS 13:11-13

Finally, brothers and sisters, farewell. Put things in order, listen to my appeal, agree with one another, live in peace; and the God of love and peace will be with you. Greet one another with a holy kiss. All the saints greet you. The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with all of you. 
MATTHEW 28:16-20

Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had directed them. When they saw him, they worshipped him; but some doubted. And Jesus came and said to them,;All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything that I have

commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.&quot;
SERMON
Preaching about the Trinity is hard. Quoting Greg Carey, a seminary professor, "Every time I’m asked a Trinity-related question", he said, "I sense I’m standing on the heresy cliff, the ground crumbling under me". 

Newly ordained deacons are often asked to preach on Trinity Sunday. It reminds me of the song from 1977, sung by Liza Minnelli about New York, "if I can make it there I'll make it anywhere." If a deacon can successfully preach the Trinity sermon, they can preach any time. In fact, explaining the Trinity has been a challenge for the church down through the ages. In the fourth century, the Nicene creed, was created to explain God 

"three persons, one substance or essence". And much later a consortium of Anglican theologians commissioned by the British Government came up with the Westminster Confession, which was adopted by the Churches of England and Scotland in 1648. The wording included this..and note the 17th century language: "in the unity of the Godhead there be three persons, of one substance, power and eternity; God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Ghost. The Father is of none, neither begotten nor proceeding; the Son is eternally begotten of the Father; the Holy Ghost eternally proceeding from the Father and the Son." 

Pause: I myself don't think that understanding the Trinity should be like a mathematical problem to figure out. In fact, I think this would be particularly hard for anyone with a mathematical bent. How can 1 plus 1 plus 1 be equal to one?  To tell you the truth, I have never concerned myself too much about the technical aspect of God the Trinity. Perhaps because I don't have a mathematical bone in my body. 

I do think it is important that the Trinity is central to who we are as people of faith and as church. I had that confirmed by an article written recently by Alison Roberts Miculan, on May 25 of this year. The article was "How to Grow a Church" It was part of her graduate research project at the Atlantic School of Theology. She sought to find out what was helping to grow churches. She writes " -one strategy ministers - both conservative and liberal - used to grow their congregations was centering their worship on God, Christ and the Spirit. It is important to celebrate our connection with the divine".  

I hope that I have been more concerned with knowing and worshipping God, the Trinity, than knowing the equation of God the Trinity. 

On this Trinity Sunday, what can we know about the Trinity and how does anything about a nearly 1800 year old doctrine help us today.

The first thing that we can know about God, the Trinity, is that God is a mystery. That may sound like an oxymoron, an oxymoron is where there are two or more words that seem to be, or actually are, opposite. The two words I am referring to are knowing and mystery. The fact is that God is not clear-cut in terms of objective truth, that which is both confirmed by science & universally accepted. Because God is Spirit, He is a mystery. 

What does this mean for us humans? Knowing what He (or she..because God has feminine characteristics too) is all about, is not always clear. Mostly it means that we need eyes to see and hearts to receive the mystery of God. 

I would like to provide a few reasons why God is mystery, and therefore, hard for us to understand. First, it is because of who God is. If any of us were God, my hunch is that we would want to plaster our name and the fact that all things belong to us and were made by us, on every billboard. We might even figure out how to put our picture in the clouds...and interesting notion..hm...which is my better side?

But, Pause...God, is not centred on himself but is centred on the good of his creation. God is not into providing a self-centred photo-op at every turn, in order to get elected into our lives. SAID TWICE  His word says "You will seek me and find me when you seek me with all your heart". We are offered a lifetime to get to know God and enjoy Him.. all the way into into eternity. But for now, much of God is mystery.

The second point about God being Mystery. Whereas we are created, God is Creator. She is so much greater and beyond us. Hugh Ross in Beyond the Cosmos suggests that God, who is Triunity, that is the word that he uses, is so far beyond us, that he is infinitely greater than we can ask or imagine. And, we absurdly underestimate Him by thinking that we are able to grasp Him fully. He quotes Paul's prayer, "that we will be able, more and more through time, to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ, and to know this love that surpasses knowledge". Now, he doesn't say this explicitly, but he does infer that we are called to trust God. This is what he says "A tiny speck of faith placed in His hand can accomplish far more that the relocation of a mountain. It can change our lives profoundly, giving us new courage to face our past, present and future". I think, if there was ever a time when courage is needed, and trust should be given, it is now.

God, may be mystery, but another notion of the Trinity is that it is good news. Again from Professor Greg Carey. That 4th century "Nicene Creed may set boundaries which rules out wrong ways of imagining the Godhead but it also tells a story: the one God created everything; Jesus Christ lived, died, rose, and will return for us and for our salvation; the Holy Spirit has spoken through the prophets, has formed the church, and grounds our hope. Our confession, story-shaped as it is, testifies that one God is fully present in creation, in Israel’s journey, in the ministry, crucifixion, and resurrection of Jesus, and in the Spirit’s empowerment of the church". 

Greg goes on to say of the good news of the Trinity, as he sees "expressed in Genesis 1 and Psalm 8, is that the creator of a spectacular cosmos would relate so intimately to humankind".  

And this is mine: God wants to be a part of our story. 

Let's get back to what Greg says "The first creation story in Genesis sets forth a deity who creates all things good, affirming that God created humankind in God’s image. God affirms all of creation step by step, but only humankind receives explicit blessing. This creation account presents a God whose transcendence does not rule out intimacy.

Psalm 8 likewise embraces the tension between divine transcendence and intimacy. The psalm begins by sounding out God’s glory “above the heavens” and surveying the expanse of the cosmos. The psalm marvels that God would take notice of puny mortals, yet somehow God bestows a near-divine status upon humankind: little lower than God’s own self. Psalm 8 echoes the language of Genesis 1, affirming humankind’s “dominion” over other created beings". 

But there is another piece of good news that I would like to add to what Greg says.. it isn't just that we have intimacy with God. Because we are made in the image of God, we are co-creators and problem-solvers, just as God was and is. For God is always at work. We saw God at work in creation in our Genesis reading, making all things good. You'd think that the Genesis story would go along hunky-dory, with "And they lived happily ever after", with the humans, who were made in God's image, stewarding the amazing creation. But we know that this is not the case. If we follow along in Genesis 3 we find out that the first two humans allow brokenness to enter into the picture by turning away from God's direction, breaking their intimacy with him by disobedience. God must have wondered, "what happened? It was all going so well." As Adam and Eve stand there in their broken shame, "the Lord God made garments of skins for the man and for his wife, and clothed them." Apparently, one of the wonderful creatures that God made had to lose it's life so that a covering could  be provided. We see that God is a problem-solver. He sacrifices to help the brokenness of humanity. And we know that he will go on to make the ultimate sacrifice and give his very own life to help fix the brokenness of the world. Let's stop there for a moment. What I want us to see here, is that since we are made in the image of God, having problem-solving ability, since we are stewards, just a little lower than the angels, we too can help solve the brokenness of our world.  God, the Trinity wants to work with us to do so. 

We are given ideas of how to do so in the Corinthians and gospel passages. Paul was addressing a group of people in Corinth who were not unified. The meaning of his words would just have easily been spoken today: aim for restoration (mend your ways, pull yourselves together), encourage one another, be of the same mind, live in peace (but I don't think it was peace without justice). And the God of Love & peace will be with you. 

Or we have the gospel's directive, to go, make disciples, teaching them all that I have taught you, and I will be with you always. Jesus is saying "have your lives so caught up in sharing the good news that the God who is mystery, will be with you, intimately. My take on this on Trinity Sunday: Don't be so caught up in getting all the mysterious details about God right that you neglect to introduce God to others and have them drawn into a life-transforming relationship with Him. As Corinthians says, depend on God's grace, love, and fellowship, which is real.

Although God is mystery, he wants us to know closeness with him, Father, Son and Holy Spirit and to be problem-solving partners with God in healing the brokenness of the world. I close with a prayer which I wonder if Anglicans think was written by an Anglican, given that we begin our service with it and we tend to say it to close most of our meetings. "May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ the love of God and the Fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all." 
