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A J OURNEY IN
THE W ILDERNESS
You may have heard - I drove out
west to visit our son and take his
belongings to him in Edmonton.
As we travelled across big-sky
Saskatchewan, a province I lived in
and loved for 10 years, I was
reminded of how beautiful the
western wilderness is. It felt like
there was more space for my soul
to ponder in the prairies.
It brought to mind the wandering
of the Israelites. In some ways, this
pandemic that we are in is a kind of wilderness.
Can God use wilderness experiences for a
purpose?
This is what Deuteronomy 8:2 says about how
God used the experience of Israel:

“Remember the long way that the LORD your
God has led you these forty years in the
wilderness, in order to humble you, testing
you to know what was in your heart, whether
or not you would keep his commandments.”.

WHO? All clegy and lay members of Christ Church
Scarborough Village
WHAT? The official annual meeting of the parish, called
by the Corporation as required by Canon Law.
WHERE? On your computer or telephone by Zoom
WHEN? Sunday, February 20, 2022 at I pm
WHY? To elect people to various offices and to hear the
names of those appointed
To determine the parish budget for 2022
To hear reports from other areas of parish activity
To consider other matters

SEE ALSO PAGE 2 AND PAGE 5

The journey in the wilderness
tests character, develops
character, gives us an
opportunity to rely on the
character of God, if we let it.
In these languishing wilderness
winter months in Toronto,
during a pandemic, let us give
our souls space to ponder. And
let us hold onto the God who
causes blossoms to grow in the
wilderness.
“O God …. you went forth
before your people.….you
marched through the
wilderness.” Psalm 68: 7

Pastor Pam

Please pray for these members of our faith
community and their families
Anthony
Bob Y
Carol O’N & family
Cathy N
Chris P
David D
David F & family
Deb A
Hazel E & Colette
Jeanette M-D
Jenille L
Joan L
Joan N
John J
Judith
Leonora & Simeon B
Lennox & Leonora Y
Linda E and Robert

Linton family
Lois L
Mallick family
Margaret C
Marilyn B
Mursal, Shazia & family
Noel G
Patience O & family
Patsy C
Rene T
Rob & Nori S
Ron C
Sherri-Ann
Suzanne R
Theresa C
Valerie A
Viggy M
Yeo family

and for all affected by COVID-19, racial
discrimination or any injustice

PLEASE NOTE
All Vestry Reports
need to be submitted to the
office no later than
February 6.

Four years ago, we embarked on an
ambitious program to renovate our
building and property. We identified
a long list of “need to do”, and “nice
to do” projects. We asked for your
support, and you responded very
generously.
Now, four years later, we have
completed all but three of the items
on the list. We will proceed soon with
the two remaining items (replace
elevator lobby door and replace
main electrical disconnect), and the
third, reshingle the parish hall roof
should not be needed for five to ten
years.
Bravo and thanks to
all who have made
this possible!
So, what now?
We have made great
progress in
improving the
property, but, there are still many
“need” and “nice to do”
opportunities now and those that will
arise in the future. How do we
respond to these? We feel that the
results of Rejuvenate have been
remarkable, but that it is now time to
wind it down.
However, there is a strong desire
among members of the Corporation
to see continuing improvement of our
facilities. Although identifying and
prioritizing new projects is an
important component, financial
support from the congregation will
be a key factor in what can be
accomplished.
We would like your views about this
at the Vestry meeting on February
20. What, in your view, are the new
priorities, and what level of support
might we expect from the
congregation, to fund these projects?

Ian Campbell

Forty-seven years
In 1975 the Benjamin family - Simeon, David, Stephen and I - arrived in
Canada. Of course, one of the first things we did was to seek out an
Anglican church. I was confident this would be a positive experience significantly different from our experience in England some years before.
After all, multiculturalism was becoming all the rage in Canada.
Wrong! Amazing how a family of two adults with two rambunctious young
boys can sit through an entire service and not be noticed - ignored by both
priest and people alike. We made a second visit, this time making every
effort to engage with others. Same result. We did not return to that first
church.
Thankfully on Sunday, August 17, 1975 we came to Christ Church; people
actually went out of their way to welcome us warmly. Two evenings later
two gentlemen, one of whom was Art Corby, knocked at our door,
introduced themselves as members of the church, invited me to join the
choir and my husband to be on one of the church committees. Our Christ
Church journey had begun.
Over time I perceived Christ Church as a microcosm of the wider Anglican
church in the diocese. That is, immigrants, particularly those of colour,
remained for the most part, “spectators”. Unfortunately so, because I knew
(still believe) that we bring a richness, a colour (no pun intended) to our
worship and church life.
Thankfully, this has been changing. Our participation has extended far
beyond cultural nights and socials, to full and active participation in all
aspects of church life. In 2000, four years following that first glorious Black
History Service at St James Cathedral, we at Christ Church, under
leadership of the late Rev. Keith Byer, held our own Black History Service,
primarily to accommodate those of our members who found it difficult to
get down to the cathedral. The response was amazing. Other churches
have followed. In 2013 we saw the consecration of Rt. Rev. Peter Fenty as
the first black bishop in the Anglican church in Canada. The Anglican
church has come a long way.
So, what has forty-seven years at Christ Church meant for me? It has
meant: realizing that simply being Anglican does not guarantee
acceptance in a new church; finding the courage to challenge, to speak out
and to work to effect change; the responsibility to assist others,
particularly like myself, to feel that they too have a seat at the table in their
church homes.
Above all, a true church family, and the opportunity and blessing to form
some long, cherished and abiding friendships.

F OUR AMONG
MANY

Jean Augustine

Lincoln Alexander

Mia Amor Mottley

Leonora Benjamin
Oscar Peterson

“THIS IS MY BELOVED SON. LISTEN TO HIM!”
In March of 1992 Roy and I travelled to Israel with a group of 40 people. We were clergy and
spouses, part of a continuing education program. We were lodged at St. George’s College in
Jerusalem, where we spent every evening reviewing the
The Transfiguration of Christ is the
site we had seen that day and learning about the place
culminating point of his public life, as his
our bus would be taking us the next day.
baptism is its starting-point, and his
Our leader was the Rev. John Peterson, a respected
ascension its end.
theologian and an expert in Jewish antiquities. As the
This event has been described in detail by
local authorities consulted with him regularly, this gave
Matthew (17: 1-6), Mark (9: 1-8), and Luke
him access to places tourists never saw.
(9, 28-36), while Peter (II Pet., I, 16-18) and
John (I, 14), two of the witnesses, also refer
Each day brought new wonders, as we walked in the
paths of Jesus’ disciples of so long ago. From the place of to it.
his baptism to the hillside where he fed the thousands to We are told that Jesus led Peter and James
and John to a high mountain apart, where
the Garden of Gethsemene where he wept in fear of his
he was trans-figured before their eyes in
coming trial, we stepped back in time.
the presence of Moses and Elijah.
One morning our trip took us to Mount Tabor, where
Matthew and Mark express this
Jesus’ Transfiguration took place. It’s not a very high
phenomenon by the word metemorphophe,
mountain; some of our party left the bus and walked up.
which in Latin is transfiguratus est. The
We toured the magnificent church, realizing that in Jesus’ Gospel completes the true meaning of the
time, Tabor would have been a lonely and desolate area, word by adding “his face did shine as the
just scrub bushes and rocks.
sun: and his garments became white as
snow.”
Then our leader called us together and gave each
Not only did the Divine shine through him,
person a slip of paper on which was written a single
passage of scripture. “Put that in your pocket.” he said. but God proclaimed him his own beloved
“Now go and find a spot where you can be alone. Come son for the second time, the first being at
his baptism..
back in two hours.”
Two hours! Everyone looked for somewhere to be separate from the others. It wasn’t hard to find
a lone flat rock out of sight of anyone
else, so I settled into the silence
there, not really knowing how I was
going to spend the next two hours.
I’m not very good at meditation, but I
was content to absorb the history and
stillness of Mount Tabor.
I took the paper out of my pocket. On
it were written the words “Be still, and
know that I am God.”
And in that barren, rocky place, all
the scriptures and sermons I had
known over a lifetime were no longer
theory and hope, but reality.
God was powerfully present in the
The beautiful mosaic in the Church of the Transfiguration
silence. His words, “Listen to him!”
on Mount Tabor shows Jesus, with Moses (the Law-giver)
were a call, not just to Peter and
and Elijah (the Prophet), two of the most revered figures in
James and John, but to everyone,
the Old Testament, standing on either side of him.
including me.
His disciples, Peter, James and John, did not fully
Nothing has ever been the same since
understand the meaning of his dazzling appearance, even
when they heard a voice thundering from the clouds “This is that day.
my beloved son, in whom I am well pleased. Listen to him!”

Audrey Shepherd

THE YOUNG CHURCH IN ACTION

… the word of God continued to spread …
and the number of disciples increased
greatly”. That’s what Luke wrote about our
ancestors in the church.
If you would like to learn more about how it all
began, phone Father Roy at 416.269.1506 or
email revroyshep@gmail.com Later this
week he will send you a great new resource
and how you can connect by Zoom with others
of the same interest.
Or, if you would rather just read about it at
your own pace, that’s OK too. All you need is a
Bible and this exciting new exploration of The
Acts of the Apostles is yours.
Phone or email before February 4.

Love thy Neighbour
Thy Homeless Neighbour
Thy Muslim Neighbour
Thy Black Neighbour
Thy Gay Neighbour
Thy Christian Neighbour
Thy Immigrant Neighbour
Thy Jewish Neighbour
Thy Hindu Neighbour
Thy White Neighbour
Thy Atheist Neighbour
Thy Indigenous Neighbour
Thy Disabled Neighbour
Thy Buddhist Neighbour
Thy Addicted Neighbour

Reviewing our Past
Planning our Future
That’s what Vestry is all about. And with the
prospect of re-opening for indoor worship
again in the near future, we have a golden
opportunity to assess the needs of our parish,
our community and the world so as to use our
skills and our finances in the way God would
want us to do.
PRAYER IS ESSENTIAL
How will we do this?
We will begin with prayer, of course. It is only
when we try our best to discern his will that
we can hope to succeed in our plans and walk
in the way he has chosen for us as a
congregation.

THE PAST IS THE PROLOGUE
Then we will look at the past sad time of
separation, when so many of our fellowship
were restricted in their activities or had to
work at home, in some cases while attempting
to meet the needs of their children who were
unable to attend their shuttered schools. Still
others lost jobs or awaited delayed medical
attention.
LEADERSHIP FOR A BRIGHT FUTURE
It’s not over yet, and it could be a long while
before we get back to some kind of “normal”.
But the time to plan for that happy day is now.
The nominating committee is looking for men
and women to fill leadership positions or
assist on committees. Your particular interest
might be just the one needed. Think about
where you could offer your time and talent to
the building up of God’s kingdom.
MONEY MATTERS
Your financial contributions are a necessary
part of Christ Church’s plan of action as we
move forward and we are so thankful for yojur
faithfulness. When you receive your package
of Vestry information, please take time before
the Zoom meeting on February 20 to read the
reports from our clergy, the Corporation and
our volunteer leaders. Then come prepared
to ask questions and offer comments.

THE CONVERSION OF SAINT PAUL
On January 25 we remembered the conversion to
Christianity of the Bible’s most prolific writer.
Saul of Tarsus, as he was first known, was a welleducated Jewish Roman citizen, whose original
mission was to arrest Christians who were )following
a new religion called “The Way” (Acts 9: 1-19).
His cruelty to Christians was so great that it is difficult
to imagine how his later goal in life became “to
present everyone perfect in Christ”.
Since nothing is impossible for our Lord, Saul
was struck down on the road to Damascus. There SCRIPTURE READINGS FOR FEBRUARY
he met with the risen Christ and his life was
Presentation of the Lord in the Temple
changed forever, along with his name.
February 6
Now Paul became the Apostle to the Gentiles
and took up the ministry of reconciliation to help Malachi 3: 1 to 4
Psalm 84
others to experience the Saviour.
Hebrews 2: 14 to 18
Saint Paul travelled widely, evangelizing as he
went with the message of the cross - that we are Luke 2:22 to 40
all saved entirely by Christ, not by anything we Black History Sunday
can do ourselves.
February 13
Paul was abundantly used by God, even though 2 Peter 3: 9
he suffered greatly for his faith.
Acts 17: 25 and 26
Thirteen books of the Bible are credited to Paul
Genesis 9: 24 to 27
and to this day are very inspiring and worthy of Ephesians 6: 5 to 9
study. Even when Paul was in miserable prison
John 15: 12
conditions he wrote with brightness and hope
Sunday Worship and Vestry Meeting
for those who accept Christ as their Saviour.
February 20
Miriam Misfud Genesis 45: 3 to 11 and 15
Psalm 37: 1 to 11 and 39, 40
1 Corinthians 15: 35 to 39 and 42 to 50
World Day of
Luke 6 :27 to 38

Prayer

Friday, March 4

Theme for 2022: “I know
the plans I have for you,” says the Lord.
(Jeremiah 29: 11)

The Transfiguration of the Lord
February 27
Exodus 34: 29 to 35
Psalm 99
2 Corinthians 3: 12 to 4: 2
Luke 9: 28 to 36 (and 37 to 43a)
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