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Ponderings From
Pastor Pam
Advent is when we await
the arrival of Christmas,
the celebration of the
birth of Jesus. It starts the
nearest Sunday to
November 30th, St.
Andrew's Day and goes to
midnight on Christmas
Eve. Advent 1 Sunday is
the first of four Sundays
before December 25th. It's
purpose? It is a time of
getting-ready, of
preparation. But what is
this preparation all about?
Are we ready to
remember the birth of
Jesus the Saviour to our
world, are we ready for his
second coming which we
await? Waiting. Some of
us aren't good at waiting. I
know that I am not. But
the whole thought about
waiting is that we aren't

quite ready. Certainly, I
know I am not ready for
Christmas. What presents
have I purchased? I have
not made any shortbread,
yet. I have not found the
Christmas carol sheets
that will be needed. I am
not ready for these
practical matters. What of
readiness in terms of the
spiritual meaning of
Christmas. Is my heart
ready for the baby Jesus
to be born, to receive
him? So much is involved
in the preparation for a
birth. And this is not just
any birth, but the birth of
the One who comes a
helpless babe, who
comes to woo us with his
love. The One who comes
in a manger when He
could've come as King to demand back
allegiance to Him. No.
God is not a tyrant but the
compassionate Creator
who comes to seek love
from the very hearts that
He himself made. AND, if I
am not ready, what of
those who have not heard

of this wonderful maker
of the heart. How will I
show THE Lover of THEIR
Souls to them in
practical ways this
Advent and at the
arrival of Jesus on the
25th? Because, Advent is
here. Ready or not, here
He comes.

The Rev’d Pam
Trondson
Incumbent
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BLIND BARTIMAEUS. Mark
10: beginning at verse 46
We are sometimes spiritually
blinded by different
circumstances.
Bartimaeus is a blind beggar at
the side of the road.
He hears that Jesus is passing by
and he calls out to him
JESUS, SON OF DAVID,
HAVE MERCY ON ME.
Many try to hush him up, but he
shouts all the more.
SON OF DAVID, HAVE
MERCY ON ME.
Jesus hears him, and calls him to
come.
JESUS asks him what HE can do
for him.
He says, RABBI, I WANT TO
SEE.
JESUS says: Go, your faith has
healed you.
There is nothing that tells us that
JESUS has touched him in any
way. Just that his faith has healed
him.

watching the play could
understand and join in!

See more @whychristmas?com

Has Blind Bartimaeus just taught
us how to pray? Ask in the name
of Jesus, Believe on Him, and
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know that you have received.
What has “blinded” you?
We may not receive what we
have asked for, believing what
we ask for is what we need,
(and yes we will be
disappointed), but we will be
given what is necessary for us
at that time, and not realize it.
And when you have received,
how will you use what you
have received to the glory of
GOD? Will you follow Christ
as Bartimaeus did? Or in some
other grateful way?
Our gospel in Nov 8/15
reading, has reminded me of
this: John 16: beginning at
verse 23 …, ”if you ask
anything of the Father IN MY
NAME, He will give it to
you…..so that your joy may be
complete.”
ASK, BELIEVE, RECEIVE.
The Bible, tells us ASK and it
shall be given, SEEK and ye
shall find, KNOCK and it shall
be opened onto you.
I acknowledge that my faith has
been strengthened by my illness
and subsequent recovery, and
even though I now have my
limitations, I will try to do what
I am called upon to do. And
You ?
Jeanette Khan
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THE LEGEND OF THE CHRISTMAS TREE
Today, the Christmas tree is a centre of festivities. Topped with a star and
glittering with lights and ornaments, it is a part of the beauty and meaning of
the Christmas season.
How did the Christmas tree come to play such an important part in the
observance of Christmas?
There is a legend that comes down to us from the early days of Christianity in
England.
One of those helping to spread Christianity among the Druids was a monk
names Wilfred (later Saint Wilfred).
One day, surrounded by a group of his converts, he struck down a huge Oak
tree, which, in the Druid religion, was an object of worship. As the Oak tree fell
to the earth, it split into four pieces, and from its center there grew a young Fir
tree, pointing a green spire towards the sky.
The crowd gazed in amazement. Wilfred let his axe drop and turned to speak.
“This little tree shall be your Holy Tree tonight. It is the wood of peace, for your
houses are built of the Fir. It is the sign of an endless life, for its leaves are
evergreen. See how it points towards the heavens.
Let this be called the tree of the Christ Child. Gather about it, not in the
wilderness, but in your homes.
There it will be surrounded with loving gifts and rites of kindness.”
And to this day, that is why the Fir Tree is one of our loveliest symbols of
Christmas.
Submitted by Deacon Jacquie Boutheon

Message re the Choir
Dear friends:

as you may know by now,
Emilja, our choir director and organist,
has unfortunately had to resign owing
to ill health. I know we all continue to
pray for her return to good health. We
have been fortunate to have Dennis
Thompson filling in on the organ bench
for the past few Sundays. However,
this is only a very short term solution.
We are hopeful that once the
recruitment process gets rolling, it will
not be too long until we have a new
organist
In the interim, I would like to
thank the choir for helping to lead us in
worship, and to particularly thank
Beverly and Leonora for their
leadership in helping the choir to “chart
the waters” through practice on
Thursday nights. We look forward to
this Advent and Christmas season of
preparation, carols and joy!
Pastor Pam
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Spirituality of a
Parishioner Confined to
Her Home
ADVENT
The period including four Sundays before
Christmas is known as Advent – a
season in which we usually concentrate
on the commemoration of the arrival of
the greatest gift ever given to mankind
and that is Baby Jesus. But so often the
growing excitement of the material glitter
and glamour of the Christmas season
seems to pale or obscure the true value
of this priceless Gift offered to us all. It is
almost like taking Christ out of Christmas.
Is it because of the lack of knowledge of
the true meaning of the season, or is it
the fleeting moment of revelry that
distract even Christians, who are aware
of this vital blessing? Are we (myself
included) willing to stop and examine
ourselves to find out where we stand in
the course of these things? And most of
all, are we willing to undertake imparting
to those who were not given the
opportunity to know how important
‘Advent’ is?
After discovering where we are on the
above journey and endeavouring to
correct and proceed as required, we may
ask how may we help those who did not
have the chance to know. ‘Good
Question’. Well you may start in a simple
way by readily giving a friendly smile to
someone you may meet on your way.
You may not know how much he or she
needs it but it makes for a pleasant if not
happy feeling to both persons involved.

Secondly, you may want to give a helping
hand to someone who may urgently need
it in the moment, - an attitude to show
you care. Usually you can make your
very own way of life show that as a
Christian (a follower of Christ) you care
for others thereby setting the example for
others to follow. This is putting into
action THE SECOND GREAT
COMMANDMENT – “Love your
neighbour as yourself.’
In time, God will provide opportunities to
make you proficient in this work; then it
will become a habit rather than an option.
In 1 Thessalonian 4:16-18 we are told
that Jesus will come again – this time in
all His glory, therefore we can live in
expectation of His glorious second
coming. The period of waiting is now,
and we can safely conclude that this
period of Advent is related to the Second
Coming of Christ.
I ask you as I ask myself, ‘will we be
willing to prepare for His second Coming?
As professed Christians we know what
the dictates are for preparation. First the
two great commandments and second,
the ten commandments. They are the
most important two with which we are
most familiar.
It is not too late to begin, even now, and
we can be assured as frail humans if we
fail and fall, Jesus will be ready to help us
up to try again and again. This is of
paramount importance to us. This is
serious business and our solemn
business which demands our urgent
individual attention and involvement.
Jesus is coming again in all His glory to
gather His own. I ask you as well as
myself, ‘will we be qualified to be
numbered among His elect. We must

Page 4

give this some serious thought during this
Advent.
Name withheld by request

APPLES

The children were lined up in the
cafeteria of a Catholic elementary school
for lunch. At the head of the table was a
large pile of apples. The nun made a
note, and posted on the apple tray:
'Take only ONE. God is watching.'
Moving further along the lunch line, at
the other end of the table was a
large pile of chocolate chip
cookies.
A child had written a note, 'Take
all you want. God is watching the
apples.'

Submitted by: Beverly Baird
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December 6 by
Dennis Maione
@ 8:30 & 10am services

January 31, 2016 Bishop Yu will be celebrant and having his parish
visit with us.

Mark your calendar for that special day.
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From the Wardens
This is the first time that we have had
an opportunity to write to you since
Pastor Pam arrived at Christ Church
last July. By the time that you read this,
you will have had an opportunity to get
better acquainted with her during the
various coffee hours hosted by the
Bairds and Campbells and by our
Fellowship Committee.
The journey to choose our new priest
was long and challenging but rewarding
in many ways. Most obviously, we have
an excellent new priest in Pastor Pam.
However, the parish was also
strengthened by the process. We had
several lunches for the members of the
congregation to prepare us for the
selection process. During those lunches
we had an opportunity to learn who we
are and in what direction we want to
head. Those lunches also resulted in
the members of the congregation being
much closer emotionally to one
another.
Now that we have chosen Pastor Pam,
we have a number of opportunities and
challenges ahead of us. Our
opportunities stem from the vibrant
leadership that Pastor Pam has brought
to the church. With the co-operation of
the congregation, we can renew the
congregation and begin once more to
grow. Pastor Pam has many ideas but
she needs our help to execute them.
Don’t be shy about bringing forth your
ideas directly to her or to one of the

PRAYING WITH THE ROSARY
Wardens. We are certainly all open to
new ideas that can help the church
flourish.
At the same time, we do have
challenges. We have been fortunate
from a financial perspective during the
two years that we had interim priests.
The remuneration of the interim priests
who worked part time was less than a
full-time priest. Going forward, we need
to fund the services of full-time clergy. I
ask each and everyone to be as
generous as you can in your givings.
But while our costs have increased by
virtue of a full-time clergy, we have a
bright new future ahead of us. Without
a full-time priest, we would wither and
ultimately perish.
We close by asking you to welcome the
future and to help make Christ Church
a thriving community.
Brian Carr, Jo-Anne Linton &
David Baird.

Prayer is an essential part of a
Christian life. It is our response to
God’s ongoing invitation to deeper
intimacy and a more generous service.
Prayer is all about talking to God,
praising him, thanking him, and putting
our petitions to him. In an almost funny
way some people find it scary.
One way of helping us to respond to
this invitation is through the Rosary,
one of which is the Anglican Rosary.
On the Anglican Rosary there are 33
beads or knots altogether representing
the number of years it is believed that
Jesus lived. The rosary is in the form of
a circle, a sign of the unending nature
of God’s love as well as a symbol that
real prayer has no beginning and no
end. We enter the stream of prayer
that flows endlessly from God’s people
on earth and in heaven. The cross is
the doorway through which we enter
the circle. The cross is also a reminder
if our identity as Christians and of the
lengths to which God is willing to go in
love to call us back to our true selves.
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There are 4 single beads/knots called
Cruciform. These are reminders of the
points of the cross, of the four seasons
of the years, and the four points of the
compass. They reflect the gracious
reality that all of time and all of creation
were pronounced good by God, were
hallowed by Jesus’ presence among us
and redeemed by his death and
resurrection.
The Invitatory is the bead between the
Cross and the first Cruciform and is the
invitation into the circle of prayer. It is
the invitation to risk trusting God with
our needs and to offer ourselves to God
as much as we possibly can. When the
prayer draws to a close the invitatory
prepares us for going back into the
world in love and service to God in
others.
The four sets of seven beads/knots are
called weeks and they signify the
ongoing weeks of human time and the
week of Creation. The number 7 is
traditionally associated with perfection
or completion in both Hebrew and early
Christian piety. It is the number
associated with God.
There are no set prayers for the
Anglican Rosary. Basically any prayer
or scripture verse and or song can be
adapted and you can create your own
prayers .It is your choice!
The Book of Common Prayer brims
with choices; particularly among the
morning and evening prayers, the
prayers of the people, the numerous
collects and even lectionary readings.
Canticles and psalms are time honored
devotions, as are the Jesus Prayer, the
Lord’s Prayer, the Serenity Prayer, the
Marian Prayer.
The prayers of the rosary are not to be
rushed and the prayers should allow
themselves to be guided by the Holy
Spirit and go around the circle as many

times as you are led.
How about praying one today.
Often times I have been asked what
being an Associate of the Sisterhood
entails. Here is a synopsis .
Associates familiarize themselves with
the principles of the Religious Life and
become involved with the community in
various ways.
One of the rules is ‘to grow in prayer,
for renewal of life in Christ, by spending
time daily in meditative or
contemplative prayer’.

Using the Rosary regularly has
prompted me to add the making of
rosaries to my ‘rule of life’. I have, with
the assistance of Sr. Sarah Jean, learnt
to make the same and have begun
incorporating this into my prayer.
Whatever activity is chosen to be one’s
‘rule of life’ no longer is a chore but a
prayer. Making rosaries in silence in the
company of the Divine, listening,
hearing, learning, growing, can be
frightening and awesome at the same
time. It makes me really understand
that God takes the initiative. ‘You
would not have found me, had I not
sought you’.

Other rules involve Self- discipline and
self-denial, as well as daily scripture
reading and regular reading of books
helpful to growing in the Christian life.

All finished rosaries will be blessed and
given away with suggested prayers to
anyone who needs them. So let’s talk.

In order to effectively carry out these
rules, each person develops what is
called “a rule of life’ which fits each
individual circumstance or need.

Hyacinth

Prayer has always been important to
me and I read a lot of books about and
on that subject. Some of you might be
aware that I often times write the
prayers when I do the intercessory
Prayers of the People.
Meditative prayer has surprisingly
become a huge part of my prayer life. I
do use the Rosary a lot for this and
incidentally I use both Anglican and
Roman Catholic. I like the flexibility of
the former like using one word on the
weeks e.g. ‘peace’.
While it is normal to be in a special
space for prayer, I have also learnt and
have incorporated another aspect to
this; which is ‘listening’ while doing a
particular chore like during the
preparation of the meal for our
community lunches.

The members of the
Women’s Group thank you
for standing by us in all our
activities this year and wish
for you and your family a
blessed Christmas and New
Year.
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Synopsis of Synod
What is Synod?

Synod is another word for Council, a
formal meeting of clergy and laity,
who are in charge of making
decisions.
The Diocese of Toronto’s 156th
regular session began on Nov. 13th
at 11:00pm
with the Eucharist followed by lunch
and business sessions.
Theme of the synod is “Treasures
New and Old”.
Archbishop delivers Charge:
Told both Clergy and lay members
that we need to draw on both
traditional
and new as they “Stand on the edge
of Chaos, seeking what was,
and is and is to come.
Synod paused to pray for the victims
of the massacres in Paris.
Bishop Linda spoke on the School
Chaplaincy.
She also spoke on the Commission
of Marriage Canon.
Synod approved changes to the
constitution and Canons and
therefore abolished mandatory
retirement for office holders.
Synod defeated the motion to
reduce the size of membership.
The Diocesan priorities and budget
were approved.
Parish assessment rate approved
for 2016 and 2017 to 24.85 per cent
and 24.70 per cent for 2017.

New Canons; there are 10 new
Canons. They will be installed on
January 10th at 4:30pm at St. James
Cathedral.
You can read the full report on the
Toronto Anglican website.
Joan Lewis
Lay Delegate to Synod

M— Miraculous
E— Ecstatic
R— Reverent
R— Rocking
Y— Yuletide
C— Christ the lord was
born
H— Happy tidings for
all
R— Reindeer steer
santa’ sleigh
I— Ice and snow lie all
the way
S— Surprise us all with
gifts and lights
T— To make our
Christmas full of life
M— May you all be as
happy
A— At Christmastide!
S— Season’s greetings
to all!

A Sunday School teacher asked her
class why Joseph and Mary took
Jesus with them to Jerusalem. A
small child replied: "They couldn't
get a baby-sitter."

An exasperated mother, whose
son was always getting into
mischief, finally asked him,
"How do you expect to get into
Heaven?"
The boy thought it over and
said, "Well, I'll just run in and
out and in and out and keep
slamming the door until St.
Peter says, 'For Heaven's
sake, Jimmy, come in or stay
out!'"
A little boy opened the big
and old family Bible with
fascination, he looked at the
old pages as he turned them.
Then something fell out of the
Bible and he picked up and
looked at it closely. It was an
old leaf from a tree that has
been pressed in between
pages.
"Momma, look what I found,"
the boy called out.
"What have you got there,
dear?" his mother asked.
With astonishment in the
young boy's voice he
answered: "It's Adam's suit!!!"

T
H

THE PARISH WINDOW

Christ Church Welcomes
its new Incumbent –

Diane Dean
Bill Wilkins
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Simeon Benjamin
Carol Mallett,
Ann Rice
Lucia Rajan
Brian Carr

We remember in prayer the families
and friends those who have died:
especially:
Joan Henry
Garner Charles
Kamalam Manickam
We give thanks to God for their lives
and witness among us and may their
souls, and the souls of all the faithful
departed rest in peace.

The Rev’d Pam Trondson
.

Beverly & David Baird
Sinclair & Eunice Babb
Leonora & Simeon Benjamin
We also remember Margaret
Benedict with love at this time.

2016 Envelopes

We also welcome Joan Wilson
Theological Student Asst

Vinita Luther
Samuel Rajan
Rene Thomas
Jo-Anne Linton
Lystra Walters
Wendine Wodehouse
Khalia Moses
Condacy Moses
Deborah Cloakey

We do not want to miss anyone.
If you or someone you know is
celebrating a special day please
let us know.

We welcome the newly
baptized:

Hana Jodha
CJay Anthony Leo DeLeon
Kerry Lee Klug

Your 2016 Envelopes will be ready on
December 20. They will be in the
Narthex for pick-up and remember you
can drop off your unused envelopes in
the Office.
If you have changed your address
recently, please ensure that your
new address is passed on to the
Envelope Secretary.
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Just a Thought…
Christ Church
Scarborough Village
155 Markham Road,
M1M 3A1
Telephone:
(416) 261-4169/5489
Fax:
(416) 261-7949
E-mail: ccsv@rogers.com

Staff
Incumbent: The Rev’d.
Pam Trondson
Deacon: The Rev’d.
Jacquie Bouthéon
Director:
Office Administrator: Julie
Vaughn
Please call the church office to be
directed to any member of staff or
committee member.
We’re on the Web!
See us at:
www.christchurchscarborough.com

A lot, both good and bad, has
happened recently, and
somehow the latter always
seems to outweigh the former
and it leaves us restless,
bewildered and all the other
adjectives you could add. We
ask why, how could..; we are at
a loss for words. We have no
answer. We become angry.
Still we have no answer. We
become silent, we think, we
wait, we hope.

God’s world and that makes all
the difference.
… The psalm does not deny the
shattering reality of death and
loss, nor does it minimize how
painful death and loss can be to
us…It acknowledges the
emotional darkness we find
ourselves in when a loved one is
dying or has died, the “valley of
the shadow of death.” But
instead of cursing a God who
permits our loved ones to die, it
introduces us to a God who is
with us in our pain, and who
I would like to share with you
leads us through the dark valley
from Rabbi Harold S. Kusher’s back into the light. It summons
“The Lord is my Shepherd’, us to live bravely, to go forward
with the hope that amidst the
with our lives in the confidence
turmoil of life this Advent we
that we are not alone.
will hold fast to our trust in God. The psalm does not offer us the
pious hope that, if we are good
He writes; It comforts us with people, life will be easy..
its familiar words and images, The psalm can teach us another
valuable lesson as well: Much of
but its message goes well
the time, we cannot control what
beyond comfort. …It teaches
us to look at the world we live happens to us. But we can
always control how we respond
in clearly and without
illusions, but at the same time to what happens to us.”
So as we wait, may we boldly hold
to see it as a world in which
on to the meaning of each candle
we can live courageously,
doing good for ourselves and that will be lit this Advent season,
others. Our world may not be PEACE, HOPE, LOVE, JOY,
believing “Thou art with me”.
the perfect world but it is

.. A welcoming, inclusive and

Christ Church is…

caring community committed
to experiencing and sharing
God’s message of love, hope,
and salvation with all his
people”.

THOU, Whose Almighty word
Chaos and darkness heard,
And took their flight;
Hear us, we humbly pray;
And, where the gospel’s day
Sheds not its glorious ray,
Let there be light!
Thou, Who didst come to bring
On Thy redeeming wing
Healing and sight,
Health to the sick in mind,
Sight to the inly blind,
Oh, now to all mankind
Let there be llight!
(John Marriott)
.

Thanks to the all contributors to
the newsletter this past year.
Wishing you and your family a
very happy, healthy, and safe
Christmas and New Year.

Hyacinth

