Sermon – Easter 2020 -CCSV                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

 The time is early in the morning…not quite light. The setting is a garden in a cemetery. Two women come to visit at a tomb where a friend was just buried. To their horror -a heavy stone that had sealed the tomb was pushed away –the tomb  is empty – no body. An angel tells them that their friend Jesus has been raised from the dead by God. When they run to tell the rest of his close friends – Jesus meets them-and speaks to them. There’s excitement and action galore – but also confusion-fear  and  mystery to the whole experience. 

*** But it’s a great story ! A terrific story ! A story we can’t help feeling good about. Because we know the ending, and it’s a happy one. We had tears when we read about Good Friday, and we have smiles today. Even though we are isolated from each other -there’s a spirit of joy and celebration in the air. It’s a ‘Resurrection” celebration-a story with an incredible ending.   And Easter is that – it’s a climax -the climax of a story about a man – a climax full of triumph and glory. We shout Alleluia!  
+++But….if we’re here to celebrate an  ending to a story- then we’d better remember the whole story  - not just the ending. Put on a video and watch the last 3 minutes of Gone with the Wind….or read a child the last page of The Three Little Pigs. You wouldn’t do that- because an ending has no meaning- unless you know the rest of the story. So we  have to celebrate not only the resurrection of Jesus- but the whole of his life - what he said - what he did - what he taught -the healings and-the arguments….the caring and the pain….the love and the betrayal…without all of it- the ending makes no sense. This morning….
I’m celebrating- Jesus the boy in Nazareth- learning the scriptures in the synagogue- learning to be a carpenter
I’m celebrating -Jesus the leader- who chose 12 ordinary men -and trained them to help  save the world

I’m celebrating – Jesus the healer- who cured the lame- gave sight to the blind- brought his friend Lazarus back from the dead

I’m celebrating-Jesus the preacher- who had so much  skill in story telling - that thousands were spellbound

I’m celebrating – Jesus the activist – who stood up to the established religious leaders of the day-  

I’m celebrating – Jesus the caregiver-whose time was spent with the people who really needed him-the powerless- the poor- the disadvantaged
I’m celebrating – Jesus the betrayed – given over to the authorities with a hug by his mixed up friend Judas

I’m celebrating – Jesus the condemned – convicted of trumped up charges- found guilty -not for what he did- but by others bribery- and corruption
I’m celebrating - Jesus the executed-nailed by his arms and legs to a wooden Cross- naked- humiliated- flogged

I’m celebrating – Jesus the forgiver-who during the agony of his death- did the unbelievable - he forgave his executioners.

I’m celebrating – Jesus the forsaken one-  his friends run away in fear –don’t even arrange his burial 

Finally- I’m celebrating Jesus the resurrected one – raised from the dead by God- and now back among those who had been his followers. This seems to be a happy ending – but that’s not the end of the story……
Resurrection is really a new beginning- to an exciting chapter in the story of Jesus –  in which the principal characters are no longer Mary- and the disciples-but YOU AND ME. Resurrection is a gift to us of a new life- and it’s also an invitation, given personally -by Jesus himself-to each one of us - to be an active player in the continuing saga of God and his people….not just to listen to the story of the resurrection - but to experience it in our own lives. +++Jesus asks us to celebrate by becoming his earthly body in our world of today- to travel the road of compassion that he travelled – to make his footsteps our footsteps - his way, our way. He invites us now -for today and all our tomorrows - to continue his journey of love - with him by our side. 

Each step will be taken in  a sure trust that Jesus rose from the dead….that the  strength of the resurrection is our strength….that the power of the Holy Spirit is our power….that the wisdom of his teaching is our wisdom….that the joy which comes from his love is our love…that the peace of a full human life is our peace. 

++++ And he is  with us today. Alleluia ! The Lord is Risen! The Lord is Risen indeed – Alleluia !

