June 21, 2020 Father's Day, National Indigenous Day of Prayer
A READING FROM THE BOOK OF GENESIS 
The child grew, and was weaned; and Abraham made a great feast on the day that Isaac was weaned. But Sarah saw the son of Hagar the Egyptian, whom she had borne to Abraham, playing with her son Isaac. So she said to Abraham, "Cast out this slave woman with her son; for the son of this slave woman shall not inherit along with my son Isaac." The matter was very distressing to Abraham on account of his son. But God said to Abraham, "Do not be distressed because of the boy and because of your slave woman; whatever Sarah says to you, do as she tells you, for it is through Isaac that offspring shall be named for you. As for the son of the slave woman, I will make a nation of him also, because he is your offspring." So Abraham rose early in the morning, and took bread and a skin of water, and gave it to Hagar, putting it on her shoulder, along with the child, and sent her away. And she departed, and wandered about in the wilderness of Beer-sheba. When the water in the skin was gone, she cast the child under one of the bushes. Then she went and sat down opposite him a good way off, about the distance of a bowshot; for she said, "Do not let me look on the death of the child." And as she sat opposite him, she lifted up her voice and wept. And God heard the voice of the boy; and the angel of God called to Hagar from heaven, and said to her, "What troubles you, Hagar? Do not be afraid; for God has heard the voice of the boy where he is. Come, lift up the boy and hold him fast with your hand, for I will make a great nation of him." Then God opened her eyes and she saw a well of water. She went, and filled the skin with water, and gave the boy a drink. God was with the boy, and he grew up; he lived in the wilderness, and became an expert with the bow. He lived in the wilderness of Paran; and his mother got a wife for him from the land of Egypt. GENESIS 21:8-21
A READING FROM THE LETTER OF PAUL TO THE ROMANS 
Should we continue in sin in order that grace may abound? By no means! How can we who died to sin go on living in it? Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? Therefore we have been buried with him by baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life. For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his. We know that our old self was crucified with him so that the body of sin might be destroyed, and we might no longer be enslaved to sin. For whoever has died is freed from sin. But if we have died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. We know that Christ, being raised from the dead, will never die again; death no longer has dominion over him. The death he died, he died to sin, once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God. So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus. 
ROMANS 6:1B-11
Jesus said, "A disciple is not above the teacher, nor a slave above the master; it is enough for the disciple to be like the teacher, and the slave like the master. If they have called the master of the house Beelzebul, how much more will they malign those of his household! So have no fear of them; for nothing is covered up that will not be uncovered, and nothing secret that will not become known. What I say to you in the dark, tell in the light; and what you hear whispered, proclaim from the housetops. Do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul; rather fear him who can destroy both soul and body in hell. Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one of them will fall to the ground apart from your Father. And even the hairs of your head are all counted. So do not be afraid; you are of more value than many sparrows. Everyone therefore who acknowledges me before others, I also will acknowledge before my Father in heaven; but whoever denies me before others, I also will deny before my Father in heaven. Do not think that I have come to bring peace to the earth; I have not come to bring peace, but a sword. For I have come to set a man against his father, and a daughter against her mother, and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law; and one's foes will be members of one's own household. Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of me; and whoever loves son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me; and whoever does not take up the cross and follow me is not worthy of me. Those who find their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake will find it." 
MATTHEW 10:24-39
Sermon by Pastor Pam Trondson
These are some pretty harsh readings for Father's Day. We see someone whom I have always thought of highly as the great father of the faith, Abraham, the one whom the children's song was written about.."Father Abraham had many sons, many sons had Father Abraham". However, in our Genesis passage he allows his firstborn son, Ishmael, to be sent into the wilderness to survive with his mother Hagar. Not quite the example of a model father figure. Or, harsh reading number two, the gospel, where Jesus says "I have come to set a man against his father". As you can see, these are not the touchy-feely, ideal Father's Day passages. But this is what the lectionary has given us for today. What can we make of them? I think the readings, once I look more closely, are about allegiance. Allegiance. 

What do I mean by allegiance? An allegiance is to have an obligation to be loyal to someone or something. Loyalty. 

Where do we see allegiance in the first reading? It is God, not Abraham, who is loyal. For those who have had a wonderful father, I pray you also know the loyal love of God as Father. For those who have not known their father to be a model father, know from this passage that God is a loyal loving Father. 

As the story goes, Hagar and Ishmael are sent to fend for themselves in the wilderness. Hagar is in despair. She and her son have run out of water, she casts the child under a bush, sitting a good way off because she cannot bear to look on the death of her child. And she weeps. You gotta wonder what she is thinking about Abraham at this point in time. Perhaps, not the words you find on a Hallmark Father's day card. 
But God has her back. He is loyal to her. He hears her cry and sends an angel who says to her, "What troubles you, Hagar? Do not be afraid; for God has heard the voice of the boy. Come, lift him up and hold his hand, for I will make a great nation of him." God miraculously provides water. Then we get this overarching look at what happens in their future. This next part would be the many scenes that depict the passing of time in a movie, what we call the montage. God was with the boy, he grew up; he lived in the wilderness, became an expert with the bow and his mother got him a wife. All that to show that God takes care of them. He shows allegiance to them. Although they are rejected in their homeland they are taken in by God and taken care of. These wanderers without a homeland find a home. Hagar and Ishmael are like refugees whom God helps.
Interesting, that just a few days ago, on June 16th, it was World Refugee Day. I found out that every minute 20 people leave everything behind to escape war, persecution or terror. Refugees are among the most vulnerable people in the world. They hope that they can gain acceptance somewhere. Find a home, somewhere. We have people in our church seeking refugee status, seeking to stay in Canada. Please keep them in your prayers. We also have people who have come from other countries thinking that they can provide a better life for their children in their new country of Canada. Pray for them. As a church let's continue to be welcoming, through or food bank and through our friendship, so that they know that they have a home here and a home in God. Many want to swear their allegiance to and be a citizen of Canada. Let's offer our allegiance to them, just as God gave his allegiance to Hagar and Ishmael. 
In our gospel passage God continues to shows his allegiance, his care, but he asks for a commitment from his disciples, as well.  In Matthew 10:29 we hear of the care of our Father in heaven: God knows all of us so well that he can count the hairs on our heads...he says to the disciples gathered, you are of more value than many sparrows. However, please note that this passage closes with reminding his listeners about the cross. Yes, God cares, in fact we see this in the way he gave his life. Allegiance to God, love for God is the correct response. 

Let's dig into this passage more deeply and try and understand the background of what was happening when this was written.  Allegiance was on the minds of everyone. The gossip of the day would've been about who was bowing to the Roman emperor, or who was rising up against Rome. To do so was dangerous. Rome crucified anyone who defied it's authority. Which is what Jesus did by offering others the kingdom of God. By doing so he was saying that there was something more important and someone more important to pledge your allegiance to that the emperor and the empire. 

We need to remember before we move into what God asks of us his disciples, loyalty, that God is first loyal to us. While we were yet sinners Christ died for us. Jesus gave his life at the cross. One commentator writes of the cross, and I quote: "This image should not be trivialized to refer to some little burden of inconvenience. Rather, it denotes the shame, pain, social rejection, violence, humiliation, and marginalization of crucifixion. Rome crucified those who threatened its control over society, such as traitors violent criminals, and foreigners. The cross divided citizen from non-citizen, the accepted from the rejected." end of quote. 

At the cross the Romans thought they had squelched his rule, his kingdom, until it was revealed that Jesus power was not contained - when he rose from the dead. This is why a higher allegiance needs to be to given to him. We are asked for loyalty because of what it cost God. In this passage, we see that the writer is aware that families may be divided, some choosing loyalty to God and some to Rome or some choosing to continue to follow the Jewish law. Our Romans passage tells us that the ability to walk in newness of life was provided through Jesus' death on the cross. It was costly. It cost Jesus his life and we are called to lose ours for his sake by using our lives in service to others. Those who lose their life, lay it down, for God's sake. But they find new life. Family loyalty is therefore subordinated to loyalty to God. 

Where is our loyalty?  What do we pour our lives out for? Today is National Indigenous Day of prayer. If we listen to the news there is lots to pray about and act on. Some first nations people have no running water. The injustice to the First Nations people is palpable. Let me provide some statistics about missing and murdered indigenous women, which gives one horror. "According to a database compiled as part of a 2013 Ph.D. thesis, from 1946 to 2013, there were 824 missing or murdered Indigenous women identified. The RCMP's 2014 National Overview said that the "number grew to almost 1,200 between 1980 and 2012." Two years ago I visited an exhibit that had beautiful beaded moccasins for each of the missing or murdered women and it filled the gymnasium. The indigenous of Canada need people who will pledge to join with them in allegiance.  At the end of this service you will find an invitation to join in a worship service to celebrate the National Indigenous Day of Prayer Sunday 21st at 2pm Eastern time. I invite you to attend in solidarity with the indigenous people of this land. Or pray for the well-being of the first peoples of our nation.

In conclusion, in this last week we have been told by the government that we can open up our self-isolation a little bit. We can have a larger bubble, a group of 10 people that we are allowed to be with, solely, nobody else. Many struggle with who they will choose to be in their bubble, who those 10 people will be that they will be in allegiance with. I am glad that God's bubble is open to all, he offers his loyalty to all who are willing to follow the way of the cross.

The Office of the National Indigenous Anglican Archbishop invites you to join an online video worship service to celebrate National Indigenous Day of Prayer, June 21, 2020 at 2pm Eastern Time. Come and see Indigenous Anglicans and friends from across Canada for prayer, singing and story. We hope you will join us for this first time ever event.  https://www.anglican.ca/im/nidp/ 

